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Chapter 5






Name___________________

Language

1.  Where is French spoken by a majority of people in Canada?  Why?

2.  Where is Spanish spoken as a first language in many areas of the United States?  Why?

3.  What is an official language, and why doesn’t the United States have one?

4.  Why would many former British colonies choose English as their official language?

5.  Why is language like luggage, and why is it often an example of acculturation?

Key Issue I

Where Are English Language Speakers Distributed?

A.  Origin and Diffusion of English

1.  English Colonies

6.  What helps explain the world’s distribution of English speakers?

2.  Origin of English in England

a. German Invasion

7.  Why is English classified as a Germanic language?

b. Norman Invasion

8.  Why and how is English different than German?

B.  Dialects of English

9.  What is a dialect, and how does an isogloss help determine the geography of dialects?

10.  What’s a standard language, and does the United States have one?

1.  Dialects in England

11. What best accounts for the three main regional dialects in England?

2.  Differences Between British and American English

12.  Fill in the chart below!

	
	England
	American

	Vocabulary
	
	

	Spelling
	
	

	Pronunciation
	
	


C.  Dialects in the United States

13.  What accounts for the three basic dialects in the United States?

1.  Settlement in the East

14.  Fill in the chart below.

	New England


	Characteristics

	Southeastern


	

	Mid-Atlantic


	


2.  Current Dialects Differences in the East

15.  Why do regional dialects persist, and what factors are making regional dialects less distinctive?

3.  Pronunciation Differences

16.  What is the connection between diffusion of house-types and dialects?

17.  Why is there a relatively uniform language usage throughout the American West?

18.  How does Figure 5-8 resemble Figure 6.2?  What are the differences?

Key Issue II

Why Is English Related to Other Languages?

19. What is a language family?  What is English’s language family?

20.  What is a language branch?  What is English’s language branch?

21.  Fill in the chart below for Indo European.

	Branch
	Distribution

	Indo-Iranian


	

	Romance


	

	Germanic


	

	Balto-Slavic


	

	Albanian


	

	Greek


	

	Armenian


	

	Celtic


	


1.  Germanic branch of Indo-European

22.  What is the definition of a language group, and what is English’s language group?

4.  Romance Branch of Indo-European

a.  Origin and Diffusion of romance Languages

23.  How did isolation contribute to the development of five Romance languages?

24.  Besides Europe, where else in the world do Romance languages dominate?

c.  Distinguishing Between Dialects and Languages

25. What is a creolized language, and how do they form?  Give examples.

B.  Origin and Diffusion of Indo-European

26.  Describe in detail the two theories of how Indo-European diffused.

	Nomadic Warrior Thesis
	Sedentary Farmer Thesis

	
	


Key Issue III

Where Are Other Language Families Distributed?

A.  Classification of Languages

27.  What is the most widely dispersed language in the world?  Why?

28.Which language(s) with some of the highest number of speakers is/are clustered? Why?

29. Why is there so much language diversity in Africa?

Key Issue IV

Why Do People Preserve Local Languages?

A. Preserving Local Languages

30.  What geographic factors contribute to the rapid extinction of local languages?

31.  Why is it important to preserve local languages?

1.  Hebrew: Reviving Extinct Languages

32. What is the main reason for reviving Hebrew as a language?

2.  Celtic: Preserving Endangered Languages

33. Why is there a major effort to preserve Celtic languages?  Where in the British Isles have they primarily survived?

3.  Multi Lingual States

34. Describe the distribution of languages spoken in Belgium.

35. Why is Switzerland more peaceful in dealing with multiple language speakers?

4.  Isolated Languages

a. A Pre-Indo-European Survivor: Basque

36. How does isolation help explain why Basque is unrelated to other languages?

b.  An Unchanging Language: Icelandic

37.  Discuss the role that isolation versus interaction plays with respect language development.

B.  Global Dominance of English

1. English: An Example of a Lingua Franca

38.  Why is English becoming the world’s lingua franca?

39.  What is a pidgin language?  Give a few examples.

40.  What are some examples of regional lingua francas?

2.  Expansion Diffusion of English

41.  Originally, how did English become so widely distributed through out the world?

42.  Why is English becoming the dominant language in the world today? 

3.  Diffusion of Other Languages

43.  How have many states responded to the growing influence and usage of Spanish?

44.  Why is the preservation of language so important in maintaining a culture?

Case Study Revisited

45.  Since the 1970s, what actions has the Quebec government taken to preserve their language and culture?

