AP Human Geography

Unit VII.  Cities and Urban Land Use

A.  Development and character of cities
      1.  Origin of cities


a.  Reasons for settlements (administrative/political, defensive, & economic)


b.  Site & situational factors 


c.  Social definitions of cities 


d.  Physical definitions of cities 



-  Legal definitions 



-  Functional definitions
      2.  Rural-urban migration and urban growth


a.  Geographic factors contributing to rural-urban migration


b.  Role of industrialization and the MDC experience (push & pull factors)


c.  Post WWII & the LDC experience (push & pull factors) 


d.  Case studies: China, India, Nigeria, Brazil, & Mexico
      3.  Global cities and mega cities


a.  The hierarchy of world cities 


b.  Linkages between world cities 


c.  Mega cities: challenges & opportunities 


d.  Changes in the world’s largest cities since 1900 


d.  Mega cities and emerging megalopolises


e.  Case studies:  Tokyo, New York City, London, Jakarta, Mexico City, & 


     Sao Paulo etc…
4. Suburbanization and edge cities

a.  Reasons for post WWII suburbanization

b.  The bid-rent curve 

c.  Sprawl and the density gradient 

d.  Edge cites and their impact 

e.  Counterurbanization & the urban interface zone 

B.  Models of urban systems

      1.  Rank-size rule  
      2.  Central place theory 

a.  Range & threshold 

      3.  Economic base of settlements 


a.  The multiplier effect 

      4.  Gravity model 

C.  Models of internal city structure 
      1.  Concentric zone model 


-  U.S.A. vs. Europe & other areas of the world
      2.  Sector model 
      3.  Multiple-nuclei model 

-  Other urban models:


-  Peripheral model 


-  The Latin American model 


-  The Southeast Asian model


-  The Islamic city


-  The African city
      4.  Changing employment mix


a.  The decline of the industrial city



-  Suburbanization of industry


b.  The post-industrial city


c.  Central cities vs. edge cities


d.  Suburbanization of retail and services


e.  impacts and opportunities

      5.  Changing demographic and social structure


a.  Deterioration and gentrification 


b.  The changing demographics of suburbia 


c.  Analyzing population pyramids at the census tract level 


d.  The geography of life styles


e.  The “creative class”
      6.  Uneven development, ghettoization, and gentrification


a.  Inner-city challenges 



-  Social, physical, and economic concerns



-  Blockbusting & redlining


b.  Gentrification : pros & cons



- Case studies: Philadelphia, Denver, Boston, Portland, etc…


c.  The changing suburbs 



-  Inner ring suburban decay and dying shopping malls
D.  Built environment and social space

      1.  Housing


a.  Filtering


b.  Public housing:  U.S.A. vs. Europe


c.  Density and quality


d.  Changes in architecture and size


e.  Co-housing

      2.  Transportation and infrastructure


a.  The streetcar city


b.  The auto dominated city and its impacts 


c.  The European approach


d.  MDC & LDC differences


e.  Transit Oriented Development 
      3.  Political organization of urban areas


a.  Legal definition (incorporation & annexation) 


b.  Competing municipalities 


c.  Regional metropolitan agencies 


d.  Opportunities & challenges
      4.  Urban planning and design


a.  The American experience


b.  The City Beautiful Movement 


c.  Urban renewal and its discontents 


d.  Transit Oriented Development (TOD) 


e.  New Urbanism & in-fill 


f.  Smart growth & green belts 
      5.  Patterns of race, ethnicity, gender, and socioeconomic status


a.  Social area analysis 


b.  Census Bureau data analysis


c.  Case studies:  Chicago, Los Angeles, Indianapolis, etc..


d.  Trends and predictions 
