AP Human Geography

Unit V. Rural Land Use and Agriculture

I.
Main Ideas

· Agriculture has been transformed into a globally integrated system; the changes producing this result have occurred at many scales and have had many sources.

· Agriculture has proceeded through three revolutionary phases, from the domestication of plants and animals to the latest developments in biotechnology and industrial innovations.

· The introduction of new technologies, political concerns about food security and self-sufficiency, and changing opportunities for investment and employment are among the many forces that dramatically agriculture as we know it today.

· The industrialized agriculture system of today’s world has developed from – and in much of the world  has displaced – older agricultural practices, including shifting cultivation, subsistence agriculture, and pastoralism.

· The contemporary agro-commodity system is organized around a chain of agribusiness components that begin at the farm and end at the retail outlet.  Different economic sectors, as well as different corporate forms, have been involved in the globalization process.

· Transformations in agriculture have had dramatic impacts on the environment, including soil erosion, desertification, deforestation, and soil and water pollution, as well as the elimination of some plant and animal species.

