AP Human Geography

Unit II: Population & Migration

I.  Main Ideas:

· Population geographers depend on a wide array of data sources to access the geography of populations.  Chief among theses sources are censuses; other sources include vital records and public health statistics.

· Population geographers are largely concerned with the same sorts of questions that other population experts study, but they also investigate “the why of where.”  Why do particular aspects of population growth and change (and problems) occur where they do, and what are the implications of these factors for the future of places?

· Two of the most important factors that make up population dynamics are birth and death.  These variables may be examined in simple or complex ways, but in either case the reasons for the behavior of these variables are as important as the numbers.

· Another crucial force in population change is the movement of people.  The forces that push populations from particular locations as well as those that pull them to move to new areas are key to understanding new settlement patterns.  Population migration may not always be a matter of choice. 

· Perhaps the most pressing question is how can the global economy provide the world’s growing population with enough food and safe drinking water, and a sustainable environment, so that all the world’s people have the basic necessities.

