AP Human Geography

Unit III. Cultural Patterns & Processes

II.  Be Able To:

· Define culture and cultural geography.

· Compare and contrast aspects of folk and popular culture with respect to origin, methods of diffusion, culture regions, and impact on the environment.

· Provide specific examples of folk culture regions in the North America.

· Provide specific examples of specific popular culture traits and discuss the hearth and routes and types of diffusion.

· Discuss ways in which cultural traits are affected by and affect the natural environment.

· Discuss the importance and role of language as an element of culture.

· Explain how languages are classified and related.

· Map the distribution of major language families worldwide.

· Show the division of Europe into the following language groups and give specific example from Germanic, Slavic, and Romance languages.

· Describe the origin, diffusion, spatial variation, and impact of English.

· Explain the role isolation vs. interaction has on languages.

· Discuss the local and regional variety in language using the following term: dialect, accent, slang, and isogloss.

· Explain the how, why, and where of language change.

· Identify the following characteristics of all major religions: origin, method and routes of diffusion, current distribution, and landscape expression.

· Map the religious regions of the United States and understand the reasons behind the geographic distribution.

· Discuss the major branches, their origins, and their current distributions for Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism.

· Distinguish between ethnic and universalizing religions with respect to holy sites (sacred space), holy days, and methods of diffusion.

· Describe ways in which the environment influences religion and ways in which religions affect the natural environment.

· Discuss various specific religious conflicts around the world in terms of the following: religion vs. politics, religion vs. religion (interfaith conflicts), and religion vs. religion (intrafaith conflicts).

