AP Human Geography

Unit IV. Political Organization of Space

I.
Main Ideas

· Political geography, a subfield of the discipline of geography, examines complex relationships between politics and geography.

· Political geographers recognize that the relationship between politics and geography is two-way.  Political geography can been seen as the geography of politics and the politics of geography.

· The relationships between politics and geography are often driven by particular theories and practices of the world’s states.  Understanding imperialism, colonialism, heartland theory, domino theory, the end of the cold war, and the emergence of the new world order is key to comprehending how, within the context of the world system, geography has influenced politics and how politics has influenced geography.

· Political geography deals with the phenomena occurring at all scales of resolution, from the global to the individual.  Important East/West and North/South divisions dominate international politics, whereas regionalism, sectionalism, and similar divisions dominate intrastate politics.

