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Chapter 4





Name_______________________

Folk and Popular Culture

1.  How is your morning routine indicative of American popular culture?

2.  Why are so many people around the world familiar with your (America teenage) customs and culture?

3.  What is culture (refer to chapter 1)?

4.  Fill in the “T” chart with 4-5 examples for material and non-material culture.

	Material Culture
	Non-material Culture

	
	


5.  What is the difference between a habit and a custom?  How can a habit become a custom?  Can you think of an example for American culture?

6.  Fill in a number of characteristics for the “T” chart for Folk & Popular Culture.

	Folk
	Popular

	
	


7.  What two elements of culture are geographers most concerned with?

8.  How does the “Built Environment” of Greenwood Village reflect American cultural values?

9.  Why is popular culture more widely spread than folk culture?

10. Why do landscapes dominated by folk cultures vary little over time?

11. What two areas are threatened by popular culture?  Give examples.

Key Issue I

Where Do Folk Cultures and Popular Cultures Originate and Diffuse?

A.  Origin of Folk and Popular Cultures

12.  What is a cultural hearth, and how do they differ with respect to folk and popular cultures?

13.How does popular culture arise from advances in industrial technology and increased leisure time?

14.  What is the main difference between folk and popular music?

15. How is present day American Country Music a synthesis of folk and popular music?

16.  What was most responsible for the diffusion of American popular music?

17.  How does Hip-hop demonstrate the interlay between globalization and local diversity?

B.  Diffusion of Folk and Popular Cultures

18.  What is hierarchical diffusion (see chapter 1)?  How is the diffusion of Hip-hop an example of hierarchical diffusion?

1. The Amish: Relocation Diffusion of Folk Culture

19.  How is Amish culture diffused?  

20.Describe how the Amish relocated inter-regionally?  Why?

2. Sports: Hierarchical Diffusion of Popular Culture

a. Folk Culture Origin of Soccer

21. How did soccer evolve from a folk culture to a popular culture sport?

b. Globalization of Soccer

22. What factors contributed to the globalization of soccer?

c.  Sports in Popular Culture

23.  Fill in the chart with the appropriate details.

	Areas of the World
	Popular Sports

	China


	

	Canada


	

	U.S.A.


	

	Former British colonies


	


24.  Describe how lacrosse has evolved from a folk culture to a popular culture sport.

25.  What is the connection between the cultural hearth of lacrosse and areas where the sport has the highest levels of participation?

Key Issue II

Why Is Folk Culture Clustered?

26.  What is the difference between environmental determinism and possibiism (see chapter1)?  What is intellectually dangerous about environmental determinism?

A. Influences of the Physical Environment

27. Why are folk societies more responsive to the natural environment?  Give examples.

1.  Food Preferences and the Environment
28.  What are some examples of how food preferences have adapted to the local environment?

29.  How does the physical environment impact food preferences?  Give examples for the chart below.

	Group
	Preferences

	Jews


	

	Muslims


	

	Hindus


	


30.  What geographic factors give different wines their distinctive taste?

2. Folk Housing and the Environment

31.  Why was the house considered by Fred Kniffen to be a good reflection of cultural heritage?

B.  Isolation Promotes Cultural Diversity

1.  Himalayan Art

33.  Describe how Himalayan art supports the concept of that isolation promotes diversity.

34.  Give examples of how folk housing design can be influenced by religious values and other customary beliefs?

b.  U.S. Folk Housing

35.  Fill in the chart below with the appropriate information.

	Region
	Characteristics
	Diffusion Routes

	Lower Chesapeake


	
	

	The Mid-Atlantic


	
	

	New England


	
	


Key Issue III

Why Is Popular Culture Widely Distributed?

35.  Why does popular culture vary more in time than in place?

A.  Diffusion of Popular Housing, Clothing, and Food

36.  Why are there fewer remaining regional differences in the United States with respect to food, clothing, and shelter?

1.  Popular Food Customs

37.  What accounts for the geographic differences with respect to the regional variations in food preferences?  Give specific examples.

38.  Why can’t geographers explain all the regional variations in food preferences?  Give examples.

2.  Wine

39. How is wine production a combination of environmental and cultural factors?

2.  Rapid Diffusion of Clothing Styles

40.  What determines clothing styles in MDCs?

41.  How does income impact clothing styles?

42.  Describe how improved communications have permitted the rapid diffusion of clothing styles from one region of Earth to another.

43.  In what ways is globalization influencing popular clothing styles?

a. Jeans

44.  How did jeans evolve from a low status clothing item to a high status item world-wide?

3.  Popular Housing Styles

45.  Why is the post WWII house an example of popular culture?

46.  Given the varieties of styles of popular houses, what type of house(s) are most prevalent in your neighborhood?

B. Electronic Diffusion of Popular Culture

1.  Diffusion of Television

2.  Diffusion of the Internet

47.  Fill in the chart with the appropriate information.

	Television
	Internet

	
	

	
	

	
	


48.  Describe the similarities and differences regarding the diffusion of the television and the internet.

C.  Diffusion of Facebook

49.  How does Figure 4-21 help explain the revolution in Egypt?

Key Issue IV

Why Does Globalization of Popular Culture Cause Problems?

A.  Threat to Folk Culture

50.  What are some possible drawbacks to rising incomes in LDCs?

51.  Describe how globalization of popular culture impacts traditional dress and gender roles.

52.  What aspect of western media domination is most disturbing to many cultures?

53.  Why do LDCs fear the effects of news-gathering capabilities of MDC media outlets even more than their entertainment function?

b. Satellites

54. Why are satellites potentially destabilizing to many governments?

B.  Environmental Impacts of Popular Culture

1. Modifying Nature

55.  How is the landscaping in your community an artificial environment?  Where did we get this cultural tradition?

a. Distribution of Golf

56. Why is the growth and distribution of golf an example of how popular culture impacts the environment?  Can you think of any other examples?

2.  Uniform Landscapes

57.  Why does popular culture contribute to more uniform landscapes?  Why is the distribution of fast-food restaurants a good example?

3.  Negative Environment Impact

a. Increased Demand for Natural Resources

58.  Why is eating “beef” so damaging to the environment?

b. Pollution

59.  Go to the website www.myfootprint.org and take the quiz to determine how much impact you and your family place on Earth’s resources!  Print out your results and hand them in (12pts).

