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· I. Where Are States Located?

· A. Problems of Defining States

· 1. Korea: One State or Two?

· 2. China and Taiwan: One State or Two?

· 3. Western Sahara (Sahrawi Republic)

· 4. Varying Size of States

· B. Development of the State Concept

· 1. Ancient and Medieval States

· a. Ancient States

· b. Early European States

· 2. Colonies

· a. Colonialism

· b. Colonial Practices

· c. The Few Remaining Colonies

· II. Why Do Boundaries Cause Problems?

· A. Shapes of States

· 1. Five Basic Shapes

· a. Compact States: Efficient

· b. Prorupted States: Access or Disruption

· c. Elongated States: Potential isolation

· d. Fragmented States: Problematic

· e. Perforated States: South Africa

· 2. Landlocked States

· a. Landlocked States in Southern Africa

· B. Types of Boundaries

· 1. Physical Boundaries

· a. Mountain Boundaries

· b. Desert Boundaries

· c. Water Boundaries

· 2. Cultural Boundaries

· a. Geometric Boundaries

· b. Religious Boundaries

· c. Language Boundaries

· d. Cyprus’s “Green Line” Boundary

· C. Boundaries Inside States

· 1. Unitary and Federal States

· 2. Trend Toward Federal Government

· a. Poland: A New Federal State

· 3. Electoral Geography

· a. Types of Gerrymandering

· b. “Stacked Vote” Gerrymandering

· III. Why Do States Cooperate with Each Other?

· A. Political and Military Cooperation

· 1. The United Nations

· 2. Regional Military Alliances

· a. Era of Two Superpowers

· b. Military Cooperation in Europe

· c. Other Regional Organizations

· B. Economic Cooperation

· 1. European Union

a. Former Communist Countries and the European Union

· IV. Why Has Terrorism Increased?

· A. Terrorism by Individuals and Organizations

· 1. American Terrorists

· 2. Al-Qaeda

· B. State Support for Terrorism

· 1. Libya

· 2. Afghanistan

· 3. Iraq

4. Iran

· I.   Case Study: Changing Borders in Europe

· II.  Introduction

· III. Contemporary Geographic Tools: Satellite Imagery of Military Sites

· IV. Global Forces, Local Impacts: German Domination of Western Europe

· V.  Summary

· VI. Case Study Revisited: Future of the Nation-State in Europe 

