AP Human Geography

Unit III.  Cultural Patterns and Processes

A. Concepts of culture 

-  Definition of culture 

1. Traits

a. Common characteristics 

b. Syncretism 

2. Diffusion 

a. Culture hearth 

b. Relocation diffusion 

c. Expansion diffusion 

· Hierarchical 

· Contagious 

· Stimulus 

3. Acculturation, assimilation, and globalization 
a. Role of relocation diffusion

- Acculturation vs. assimilation

b. Role of globalization

c. Case study

4. Culture regions 

a. Formal region 

b. Functional region 

- Core, domain, and sphere 

c. Vernacular region 

· The “South”, the “Midwest” and the “Southwest” 

· Regional identity

        d. Transitional zones 

      5.  Cultural ecology 

      6.  Cultural integration 

      7.  Cultural landscape 

B. Cultural differences

1. Language 

a. Linguistic culture regions 

· Language families 

· Indo-European language family 

· Afro-Asiatic family 

· Other language families

· Shifting boundaries of American English 

b. Linguistic diffusion 

· Indo-European diffusion 

· Linguistic globalization

c. Linguistic ecology

· Habitat and vocabulary 

· Habitat isolation and language 

· Habitat and language areas

d. Culture-linguistic Interaction 

· Technology and linguistic dominance  

· Language and empire  

· The social morale model

· Language and religion 

e. Linguistic landscapes  

· Messages 

· Toponyms 

Generic toponyms of the United States

· Toponyms and cultures of the past

2. Religion

a. Categories of religions  

· Ethnic, universalizing, monotheistic, polytheistic, syncretic, orthodox, and fundamentalism 

b. Religious culture regions 

· Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Animsim/Shaminism 

· Changing religious profiles

c. Religious diffusion

· The Semitic religious hearth (Judaism, Christianity, & Islam 

· The Indus-Ganges hearth (Hinduism & Buddhism)

· Barriers and time-distance decay

d. Religious ecology

· Role of nature and religion

· The environment and monotheism

· Ecotheology

· Godliness and greenness (Gaia hypothesis & the greening of Christianity

e. Cultural interaction in religion  

· Religion and economy

· Religious pilgrimage

f. Religious landscapes  

· Religious structures

· Landscapes of the dead

· Religious names on the landscape

· Sacred space 

3. Ethnicity

a. Definition of ethnicity? 

b. Distribution of ethnicities 

· North America, Europe, Africa, South Asia, & East Asia

c. Ethnicities from different scales (local to global) 

d. Role of relocation diffusion

e. The acculturation process

f. Geographic distribution of ethnicities and political boundaries 

g. Ethnic landscapes  

h. Case studies:  Ethnic conflict 

4. Gender
a. Space and gender inequalities 

b. Activity space and gender

c. Relocation diffusion

d. Role of religion 

e. Access to power and control of space 

f. Impact of the cultural landscape

5. Popular and folk culture

a. Definitions and differences 

b. Geographic distribution of folk & popular culture 

c. Role of diffusion 

d. Impact of globalization

e. Impact on the landscape (cultural landscape) 

C. Cultural landscapes and cultural identity 

1. Values and preferences

a. Modification of nature 

· Concepts of wilderness, parks, and manicured landscapes

· Housing types (vernacular vs. popular) 

2. Symbolic landscapes and sense of place

a. Sacred space

b. Place as symbols

c. Sense of Place  

· The literary landscape

· Native American vs. Western perceptions

3. Environmental impact of cultural attitudes and practices

a. MDCs and the culture of consumption

b.  LDCs and the impact of population growth on flora and fauna  

