AP Human Geography

Unit VII. Cities and Urban Land Use

I. Main Ideas

· The urban areas of the world are the linchpins of human geographies at the local, regional, and global scales.

· The earliest towns and cities developed independently in various hearth areas of the first agricultural revolution.

· The expansion of trade around the world, associated with colonialism and imperialism, established numerous gateway cities.

· The Industrial Revolution generated new kinds of cities- and many more of them.

· Today the single most important aspect of urbanization, from a geographical perspective, is the striking difference in trends and projections between core and peripheral regions.

· A small number of “world” cities,” most of them located in the core regions of the world-system, occupy key role in the organization of global economics and culture.

· Many megacities of the periphery are primate and exhibit a high degree of centrality within their urban system.

· There is a close relationship between globalization and urbanization, mediated by networked infrastructures of transportation, information, and communication technologies.

· The internal structure of cities is shaped heavily by competition for territory and location.  In general, all categories of land users-commercial and industrial, as well as residential-compete for the most convenient and accessible locations within the city.

· Social patterns in cities are heavily influenced by territoriality, which provides a means of establishing and preserving group membership and identity.

· The typical North American city is structured around a central business district (CBD); a transitional zone; suburbs; secondary business districts and commercial strips; industrial districts; and , in larger metropolitan areas, edge cities.

· Traditionally, North American cities have experienced high rates of in-migration, which has resulted in their becoming structured in a series of concentric zones of neighborhoods of different ethnicity, demographic composition, and social status through the process of invasion and succession.

· The most acute problems of the postindustrial cities of the world’s core regions are localized in the central city areas that have borne the brunt of restructuring from an industrial to a postindustrial economy.

· The problem of the cities of the periphery stem from the way in which their demographic growth has outstripped their economic growth.

