AP Human Geography

Unit III. Cultural Patterns & Processes

I.  Main Ideas

· Though culture is a central, complex concept in geography, it may be thought of as a way of life involving a particular set of skills, values and meanings.

· Geographers are particularly concerned about how place and space shape culture and, conversely, how culture shapes space and place.  They recognize that culture

is dynamic and is contested and altered within larger social, political, and economic contexts.

· Like other fields of contemporary life, culture has been profoundly affected by globalization.  Globalization, however, has not produced a homogenized culture so much as distinctive impacts in different societies and geographical areas as local cultures resist or modify or embrace global forces.

· Contemporary approaches in cultural geography seek to understand the role culture plays in politics and the economy in and perpetuating cultures, cultural landscapes, and global patterns of cultural traits and complexes.

· Cultural geography has been broadened to include analysis of gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, and life-cycle stage, in recognition that important differences can exist within, as well as between, cultures.

· Globalization does not necessarily mean the world is becoming more homogeneous.  In some ways, globalization has made the local even more important than before.  In other ways, it has meant that local cultures have indeed suffered, as in the case of the disappearance of indigenous languages.  In still other cases, globalization has helped to foster hybrid forms that blend distant cultures in unique ways.

· In addition to understanding how the environment shapes (and is shaped by) people, geographers seek to identify how it is perceived and understood by people.

