AP Human Geography

Unit VI. Industrialization & Economic Development

I.  Main Ideas

· Geographically, the single most important feature of economic development is that it is highly uneven.

· Geographic divisions of labor have evolved with the growth of world-system of trade and politics and with the changing locational logic of successive technology systems.

· Regional cores of economic development are created cumulatively, following some initial advantage, through the operation of several basic principles of spatial organization.

· Spirals of economic development can be arrested in various ways, including the onset of disinvestment and deindustrialization, which follow major shifts in technology systems and international politics.

· The globalization of the economy has meant that patterns and processes of local and regional economical development are much more open to external influences than before.

· Various principles or considerations guide manufacturing locational decisions.

· Other non-theoretical considerations, such as transnational ownership affect, distort, or reinforce classical locational controls.

· How older world patterns of manufacturing regions have been affected by the special locational characteristics of high-tech industries.

· How the recent development of tertiary, quaternary, and quinary service activities impact world economic patterns and international trade.  

